


Vessel Traffic Risk Assessment (VTRA)
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Steering Committee October 4, 2012 Meeting Notes
November 15, 2012 

1. The purpose of the Vessel Traffic Risk Assessment:
1. Identify specific safety measures necessary to accommodate the planned increased growth (and acknowledging potential traffic declines in some sectors); but not discuss/ evaluate the merits of any individual commercial project. 
2. Build upon and leverage the $1.1 million British Petroleum/ ACOE Cherry Point VTRA model and corresponding update effort by Makah Tribe.  
3. Focus the study on North Puget Sound, Strait of Juan de Fuca and approaches north of Admiralty Inlet.  
4. Integrate results into existing, successful Puget Sound risk and safety management system that emphasizes cycles of review and continuous improvement.
2. Status of the state’s VTRA contract/grant with George Washington U (GWU) and Virginia Commonwealth U (VCU).
3. Status of Makah Tribe’s VTRA contract w/ GWU and VCU.
4. Note potential links to related studies and actions:
1. Federal Comparability Study as required by the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010
2. SSA Marine’s Gateway Terminal proposal for an export facility at Cherry Point
3. British Petroleum/ Army Corps of Engineers VTRA
4. Proposed federal legislation.  H.R. 2838: Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 2011. 
5. Decision to form Committee with the following composition:
Co-Chairs:                Todd Hass (Puget Sound Partnership)
                                    John Veentjer (Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee)
 
Federal and State Agency Leads:
                                    Chip Boothe (alternate Jon Neel) WA Dept. of Ecology
                                    Kiley Ross and R.E. McFarland, US Coast Guard

Core Committee Members (representing):
                                    Chad Bowechop (Makah Nation, native American Tribes; alternate Fred 			    Felleman)
                                    Mark Homeyer (tug and barge) 
                                    Del Mackenzie (pilots) 
                                    Mike Moore (steamship lines) 
                                    Vince O’Halloran (labor)
                                    Lovel Pratt (WA Association of Counties)
                                    Jeff Shaw (petroleum industry)
6. Reconvene asap (December) to identify Focus Vessels and priority questions to pose to model re: future traffic changes. Date to likely coincide with Dec. 6 HSC meeting.  Onset requires signed contract between PSP and GWU for VTRA grant.
7. Broader participation by affected stakeholders, acknowledgement that once questions for model are established, we are likely to invite additional participation on Committee.
8. Dr. van Dorp reviewed patterns in a number of new traffic simulations for a wide array of vessel types.
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