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Notes from Cross-Partnership Oil Spill Work Group meeting on September 23, 2010.  Prepared by Todd Hass, and accepted by Work Group at October meeting.
Meeting began at 9am with introductions by Work Group members and observers.  

Work Group members present: 

Chair – Tom Leschine, Director School of Marine Affairs, University of Washington

Lead Staff – Todd Hass, Oil Spill Policy Specialist, Puget Sound Partnership

Formal Members –

•
PSP Leadership Council member – Diana Gale

•
Tribal Government – Chad Bowechop, Makah Tribe

•
Cities  – Councilmember Jack Block, Jr., City of Burien

•
Public Ports – Johan Hellman, WSPP

•
Business sectors 

· Oil refining – Dave Sawicki, BP (alt. Frank Holmes, WSPA)

· Cargo and other shipping – Jordan Royer, PMSA (alt., Mike Moore PMSA)

· Shellfish growing – Lisa Bishop, Little Skookum Shellfish Growers

•
Environmental organizations  

· Bruce Wishart, People For Puget Sound

· Jerry Joyce, Seattle Audubon Society

•
Recreational Boating  – Lee Roussel, Citizens for a Health Bay

Ex Officio Representatives –

•
Department of Ecology – Dale Jensen

•
Department of Fish and Wildlife – Dan Doty

•
Washington Sea Grant – Eric Olson

•
Washington Department of Natural Resources – Shayne Cothern

•
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration – Ruth Yender

•
U.S. Coast Guard – Wade Gough

•
U.S. Department of the Interior – Jeff Krausmann

Discussion of Member interests followed introductions.  The following comments of member’s interests were paraphrased by Hass and have not yet been reviewed by the members (10/14/10).
Lisa Bishop: Protection of habitat and economic interests.

Bruce Wishart: Protection of Puget Sound ecosystem, economic and social interests of spills; and recognizing the threat of catastrophic spills to resident Orca.  Improving efficiencies will not be sufficient, without more resources we can’t be successful.  Wish to address funding issues faced by State programs and fill gaps via policy work.

Dale Jensen: Number one priority of State programs is funding.  Wants to ensure rapid, aggressive and well-coordinated response to spill.  Responses should operate effectively for 24hours everyday (around the clock).

David Sawicki: Wants to see Legislative change that allows for Worst Case/Tabletop drills to be executed on Day 2-4 planning cycles (not just first 24-36 hours).

Johan Hellman: Ports in unique position to see intersections between environment and economy, and intersection of land and water. 

Dan Doty: Focus on protection of wildlife resources and proper restoration.

Chad Bowechop: Sees opportunity for Work Group in “application of resources rather than efficiencies.”  Recognizes that Tribes cannot build their Trustee infrastructure until State capacity is known.  Such developments will allow better relationships with MSRC and capacity for tribal fleet as first, synchronized responders to minimize damages.  Asked how can tribe or WG support securing of resources for State, Ecology and NOAA.

Lee Roussel: Recreational boaters need clean ecosystem and to avoid long-term effects of oil to maintain healthy populations of fish and shellfish into future.  Asked whether we can be quick to respond using local resources and appropriate equipment that is adequate/suited for local conditions.

Jerry Joyce: Seattle Audubon is “for birds and nature.”  Advocates more protection, not less. Ecology’s Spills Program is not fully or adequately funded.  Funding has declined since inception yet more petroleum in State.  Asked: “Why isn’t there enough money?”  Suggests that those who put at risk should pay to support programs – polluter pays process.  Birding brings in $100 million in tourism money annually – spills decrease tourism drastically.

Shayne Cothern: DNR manages 2.6 Million acres of state owned aquatic lands. Zero spill response funding therefore Partnerships are key to be effective. Drills are critical to develop spill response partnerships, identify risks to SOAL and develop plans to mitigate for those risks. DNR manages one of the nation’s most advanced State Derelict Vessel Removal Programs (DVRP) reducing potential for spills across State.
Jeff Krausmann: USFWS has Federal responsibility to assist State and protect natural resources through Endangered Species Act, etc.  

Ruth Yender: NOAA has trustee responsibilities and committed to advancing science of spills and communicating that to response.

Wade Gough: USCG is lead Federal agency for maritime interests. Wants to see increase in Northwest Area Plan commitments by State and others, as that is where “battle planning” happens. Unfortunately, if resources are cut, usually preparedness takes hit.  Legacy of work group and regional progress is measured by quality of, and updates to, NWAP.

Diana Gale: Here to listen as representative of LC.  Personally, impressed by quality and knowledge of people in room.  Recognizes the importance of drills.  Concerns include funding support for State programs, polluters to pay concept, and acknowledging non-point sources such as boaters.

Jack Block, Jr.:  Interested in initial response by local first responders and taking advantage of early opportunities (like “golden 5 minutes” for EMTs).

Public Comments were made from 12:30-1pm.

Ginny Broadhurst – Northwest Straits Commission

Called for clearer “niche” for citizens and potential application of Island’s Oil Spill Association model to other regions (“IOSA-lite”).

Fred Felleman – Called for members to refer to his Crosscut.com articles for additional context for comments.  Would like to see Ecology assess performance/success of pre-booming.  Would like to see evaluation of how many times tugs have lost tow and plot known incidents.  Asks whether we can archive data on spills and near misses. Believes tug and tow issue is biggest existing risk and is magnified by potential development of Canadian tar sands products and potential tripling of shipping traffic to BC and lack of tug escort requirements for Canada.  Wants to see Army Corps of Engineers share the results of their $1.5 million traffic risk assessment and probabilities of potential groundings and apply beyond initial scale (of BP expansion).

Mike Moore – Asked what data do we have and what is the way to consistently report?  Noted that most discussion so far is related to response and NWAP, but important to recognize spectrum of drills from small to large.  Emphasized need for robust procedures for first hours after spill and field tests of more GRPs.

1pm

WG: Established that next two xPSP meetings to occur on week of Oct. 25.  Tentatively Oct. 26 UW Tacoma and Oct. 29 at CUW.  (Revised to Oct. 27 and Oct. 29 due to availability.)
Notes for rest of meeting were recorded on flip charts (companion document xPSP9_23_10FlipChartsFinal.pdf).
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